3 &4 yearelds Examples to support learning
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% frames. where the text is, and how English print
is read left to right and top to bottom.
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and fingers. This can ran'ge oji eXaI:l1P es of l era c f”f G A in English by making changes to rhymes
. : print W.lth different [ e and songs, like changing a word so that
be through using functions. These Ry .. there is still a rhyme, for example: “Twinkle,
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also need to know articular sho b d d you can’t catch me I'm the gingerbread —.” Use
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cnisa ' P 9! of physical skills development, ore complex stories will help children to learn
reading) helps children to develop their e e ard) criaeers. EeE a wider range of vocabulary. This type of
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naming what's in the picture). parachute games, etc. forest’, ‘roar’ and ‘invitation’.
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Examples to support learning

Motivate children to write by providing opportunities

in a wide range of ways. Suggestions: clipboards
outdoors, chalks for paving stones, boards and

notepads in the home corner. Children enjoy having a
range of pencils, crayons, chalks and pens to choose

from.

Apps on tablets enable

children to mix marks, photos
and video to express meanings

and tell their own stories.

Children are also motivated by

simple home-made books,
different coloured paper and
paper decorated with fancy
frames.

Plan for small
muscle co-

can be through
using scissors,
learning to sew,

for painting and

to know the

language of
direction (‘up,
‘down’, ‘round,

‘back’, etc).

ordination: hands
and fingers. This

eating with cutlery,
using small brushes

pencils for drawing.

Draw children’s
attention to a wide
range of examples of
print with different
functions. These
could be a sign to
indicate a bus stop

Literaay

When reading to children, sensitively
draw their attention to the parts of the
books, for example, the cover, the
author, the page number. Show children
how to handle books and to turn the
pages one at a time. Show children
where the text is, and how English print
is read left to right and top to bottom.

or to show danger, a
menu for choosing
what you want to
eat, or a logo that

stands for a
particular shop.

Show children how sentences start with
capital letters and end with full stops.
Explain the idea of a ‘word’ to children,
pointing out how some words are longer
than others and how there is always a
space before and after a word.

Help children tune into the different sounds in
English by making changes to rhymes and songs,
like changing a word so that there is still a
rhyme, for example: “Twinkle, twinkle yellow car”
Making rhymes personal to children: “Hey diddle
diddle, the cat and fiddle, the cow jumped over
Haroon.”

Children also need

Choose books which reflect diversity.
Regular sharing of books and discussion of
children’s ideas and responses (dialogic
reading) helps children to develop their
early enjoyment and understanding of
books. Simple picture books, including those
with no text, can be powerful ways of
learning new vocabulary (for example,
naming what's in the picture).

Help children to learn to form
their letters accurately. First, they
need a wide-ranging programme
of physical skills development,
inside and outdoors. Include
large-muscle co-ordination:
whole body, leg, arm and foot.
This can be through climbing,
swinging, messy play and
parachute games, etc.

Deliberately miss out a word in a rhyme, so the
children have to fill it in: “Run, run, as fast as you can,
you can’t catch me I'm the gingerbread —.” Use
magnet letters to spell a word ending like ‘at’.
Encourage children to put other letters in front to
create rhyming words like ‘hat’ and ‘cat’.

More complex stories will help children to learn
a wider range of vocabulary. This type of
vocabulary is not in everyday use but occurs
frequently in books and other contexts.
Examples include: ‘caterpillar’, ‘enormous’,

‘forest, ‘roar’ and ‘invitation’.
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